
INFORMATION ON WATER FROM THE EPA 

 

Microorganisms like viruses and bacte-

ria, which may come from sewage, sep-

tic  systems, agriculture and wildlife. 

Inorganics such as salts and metals, 

which occur naturally or result from 

runoff, wastewater discharges, oil and 

gas production, mining, or farming. 

Pesticides and herbicides which may 

come from agriculture, runoff, and resi-

dential uses.  

Organic chemicals including syn-
thetic and volatile organics, 
which are industrial and petrole-
um process by-products which 
can come from gas stations, run-
off, and septic systems 

 

Radioactive contaminants, 

which can be naturally occur-

ring or be the result of oil and 

gas production and mining ac-

tivities. 

WATER SOURCES 
Watertown residents receive their water from 
ground water. We pump water with 31 wells 
from the North Big Sioux aquifer. The South 
Dakota Department of Environment and Natu-
ral Resources completed our Source Water As-
sessment in 2003. The South Dakota Depart-
ment of Environment and Natural Resources 
has determined the susceptibility to contamina-
tion of the Watertown Public Water Supply is 
moderate. A copy of the assessment is available 
by contacting Jeff De Ville at 882-6233. 

Some people may be more vulnerable to contaminants found in drinking water than the general population. Immu-

no- compromised persons, such as persons with cancer undergoing chemotherapy, persons who have undergone 

organ transplants, people with HIV/AIDS or other immune system disorders, some elderly, and infants can be 

particularly at risk from infections. These people should seek advice about drinking water from their health care 

providers. Environmental Protection Agency/Centers for Disease Control guidelines on appropriate means to 

lessen the risk of infection by cryptosporidium are available from the Safe Drinking Water Hotline (800-426-

4791). Cryptosporidium was not detected in Watertown water . 

WATER SERVICE LINES 
• The Municipal Utilities Water Dept. will make all taps to 
the water main.  

• The minimum service size shall be 1” type K copper 
annealed. 
• All hook-up fees must be paid in full before the tap 
is made. 

• The customer is responsible for the service line all 
the way to the main and shall install and maintain pip-
ing, curb stops, valves, and other equipment in an ap-
proved manner.  

• Water service lines cannot be shared by single or 
two family unit dwellings. Each dwelling unit must have 
separate water service lines. 

Water Service Line Replacement 
Lead and leaking galvanize, or plastic lines shall be 
replaced with type K copper lines. The property 
owner bears responsibility for replacement ex-
pense. 
 

Abandoned Water Service Lines 
Abandoned water service lines must be excavated 
and shut off at the water main. Excavation is the 
responsibility of the property owner or his/her 
contractor. The Water Department bears the re-
sponsibility for closing the corporation tap and the 
main.  
 

Water Meters 
• Municipal Utilities Water Department will 

furnish all water meters up to and including 
2” meters.  

 
• Meters must be located where the service 

enters the home or building and must be ac-
cessible for reading and repairs 

 
• Meters must be in a freeze-proof area 

For additional information about Water-
town drinking water contact  

Jeff DeVille at 882-6233. 

The Public can participate in water issues 

at the Municipal Utility Board meeting at 

noon the last Monday of the month. 

WATER SERVICE: 
MAINTENANCE & REPAIR 

In addition to providing safe, high quality water, our 
goals at Watertown Municipal Utilities include 
providing the best possible customer service. As part 
of this effort, we have developed a policy for water 
service maintenance, repair, and replacement. Por-
tions of our policy are outlined below. Our complete 
water policy is at the link: https://watertownmu.com/ 
wp-content/uploads/Policies-Water-Revisions– for– 3-30-
2020.pdf.     



 

 
            

 

WHO DETERMINES THE WATER IS SAFE 

TO DRINK 

 C

      

 

WHY DOES EPA ALLOW 

ANYTHING IN WATER? 
All drinking water sources contain some naturally 

occurring substances. Water is a very good solvent 

and it dissolves many things easily upon contact. 

At low levels, these things are generally not harm-

ful in our drinking water. Removing all substances 

from drinking water would be extremely expensive 

and in nearly all cases would nto provide any pro-

tection to the public health. In fact, removing eve-

rything from drinking water would often times 

result in an inferior product. Many naturally occur-

ring minerals are essential nutrients and may  

Actually improve the taste of your drinking 
water. According to the EPA, drinking wa-
ter, including bottled water, may reasona-
bly be expected to contain at least small 
amounts of some contaminants. The pres-
ence of contaminants does not necessarily 
indicate that water poses a health risk. 
More information about contaminants and 
potential health effects can be obtained by 
visiting the EPA website at www.epa.gov/
safewater/or by calling the EPA’s Safe 
Drinking Water Hotline at (800) 426-4791. 

UNREGULATED CHEMICAL TESTING 

The Watertown Municipal Utilities periodically 

tests for chemicals that are not regulated by 

either the state or EPA. The purpose for the 

unregulated chemical  monitoring is to deter-

mine if these chemicals exist in the water sup-

ply. EPA uses this occurrence information along 

with health effects studies to determine which 

chemicals need to be regulated in the future. 

 
 

 

 

  
      

 

 
don ’ t  cur-

ren tly have  i t .  

 

SUBSTANCES DETECTED BY WATER MONITORING IN 2019 
Regulated Substances Controlled Prior to Distribution-test date listed if prior to 2019 

KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS: 

MFL: Million fibers per Liter. MCL: Maximum Contaminant Level. The highest allowed level of a substance in drinking water. Set as close to MCLGs as feasible using the best available treatment technology. MCLG: Maximum Contaminant Level Goal. Level of a substance in drinking water below which there is no known or expected health risk. AL: Action level. Concentration of 

the substance which, if exceeded, triggers treatment or other requirement which a water system must follow.  pCi/L: Picocuries per liter, a measure of radioactivity. Mg/L: Milligrams per Liter. Ugo/L: Micrograms per Liter. TT: Treatment Technique. A required process intended to reduce the level of a contaminant in drinking water. PSPM: Positive Sample per Month  

Substance High Level Detected Range Date Tested Highest Level Allowed (MCL) Ideal Goal (MCLG) Units Major Source of Contaminant 

Barium 0.020   4/30/2012 2 2 ppm 
Discharge of drilling wastes; discharge from metal refineries; erosion of natural 

deposits. 

Chromium 1.5   4/30/2012 100 100 ppb Discharge from steel and pulp mills; erosion of natural deposits. 

Selenium 0.9   4/30/2012 50 50 ppb 
Discharge from petroleum and metal refineries; erosion of natural deposits; 

discharge from mines. 

Fluoride 0.75 0.59  - 0.75 11/18/2019 4 4 ppm 
Erosion of natural deposits; water additive promotes strong teeth; discharge 

from fertilizers and aluminum factories. 

Fecal Coliform/E.Coli 1   10/15/2019 1 0 pspm Human and animal fecal waste. 

Total Coliform Bacteria 1 positive samples 10/15/2019 5% 0 pspm Naturally present in the environment. 

Haloacetic Acids 23 6.7 - 23 11/13/2019 60 0 ppb By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Total Trihalomethanes 66 23 - 66 11/13/2019 80 0 ppb By-product of drinking water chlorination 

Substance 90% Level Test sites  Action Level Date Tested Highest Level Allowed (MCL) Ideal Goal Units Major Source of Contaminant 

Copper 0.1 0 7/25/2018 AL=1.3 0 ppm 
Corrosion of household plumbing systems, erosion of natural deposits, leaching 

from wood preservatives. 

Lead 1 0 7/26/2018 AL=15 0 ppb Corrosion of household plumbing systems, erosion natural deposits .  

Substance High Level Detected Units  Date Tested Range       

Manganese 4.647 ug/L 4/18/2018 2.823 - 4.647       

HAA5 24.265 ug/L 10/3/2018 8.533 - 24.265       

HAA6Br 22.205 ug/L 10/3/2018 12.620 - 22.205       

HAA9 41.520 ug/L 10/3/2018 17.957 - 41.520       

Bromide 72.063 ug/L 10/3/2018 63.566 - 72.063       

Total Organic Carbon 2178.0 ug/L 10/3/2018 2070.3 -2178.0       

2018 Table of Detected Unregulated Contaminants For Watertown Municipal Utilities 


